ANDROCLES AND THE LION

THE POLITICAL AND BIOLOGICAL OBJECTIONS TO
INEQUALITY

But there are other reasons for objecting to class stratification
of income which have heaped themselves up since the time of
Jesus. In politics it defeats every form of government except that
of a necessarily corrupt oligarchy. Democracy in the most demo-
cratic modern republics: France and the United States for
example, is an imposture and a delusion. It reduces justice and
law to a farce: law becomes merely an instrument for keeping
the poor in subjection; and accused workmen are tried, not by a
jury of their peers, but by conspiracies of their exploiters. The
press is the press of the rich and die curse of the poor: it becomes
dangerous to teach men to read. The priest becomes the mere
complement of the policeman in the machinery by which the
countryhouse oppresses the village. Worst of all, marriage be-
comes a class affair: the infinite variety of choice which nature
offers to the young in search of a mate is narrowed to a handful
of persons of similar income; and beauty and health become the
dreams of artists and the advertisements of quacks instead of the
normal conditions of life. Society is not only divided but actually
destroyed in all directions by inequality of income between
classes: such stability as it has is due to the huge blocks of people
between whom there is equality of income.

JESUS AS ECONOMIST

It seems therefore that we must begin by holding the right
to an income as sacred and equal, just as we now begin by holding
the right to life as sacred and equal. Indeed the one right is only
a restatement of the other. To hang me for cutting a dock laborer's
throat after making much of me for leaving him to starve when
I do not happen to have a ship for him to unload is idiotic; for
as he does far less mischief with his throat cut than when he is
starving, a rational society would esteem the cutthroat more
highly than the capitalist. The thing has become so obvious, and